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Winchester Skydive Daredevil Raises over £4,000 for Charity
After a long three-year wait, 24 year old James Rose who has cerebral palsy has taken to the sky to fulfil his dream of jumping 13,000 feet out of a plane. James took the leap on Saturday 11 July and raised more than £4,000 for charity in the process.

James, who is from Winchester, has had to battle with bureaucracy to get permission to do the ‘Like A Bat out of Hell’ skydive. Doctors had said there was a chance that spasms in his legs, caused by the cerebral palsy, might put James at serious risk during the jump.  

Cerebral palsy affects James’ dexterity, speech, and mobility. He uses an electric wheelchair to get around while Nemo, his assistance dog, helps by opening doors and retrieving items for him.
But last summer James heard he’d got the all clear; and last weekend he made the jump at RAF Weston in Bicester, Oxfordshire. 

James leapt from the plane with his close friend Michelle Lewis. Together they raised over £4,000 which will be split between Canine Partners, which provided James with his dog Nemo, and Comic Relief.  

After his successful landing James said: “The skydive was an unbelievable experience and we are both very happy we achieved our dream and also raised money for two great charities. Canine Partners is a charity very close to my heart. They gave me Nemo, who is a gorgeous black Labrador: He opens doors for me and pulls my socks off amongst other necessary tasks - on command obviously! 
“We chose Comic Relief because it makes such a difference to so many people battling against poverty – especially in times like this when the economy is in such bad shape. Michelle and I would like to say a massive thank you to everyone who has supported us.”

The two intrepid jumpers secured support from several companies including communications agency The Remarkable Group; HSBC Winchester; Smith & Williamson; and Leigh Day & Co Solicitors.

For more information or to support James and Michelle visit www.likeabatoutofhell.co.uk 

ENDS

Notes to editors
For media information please contact Jennifer Pearce or Catherine Reid at Remarkable Group on 01962 893 893 or email Jennifer.pearce@remarkablegroup.co.uk   

About Canine Partners 

Canine Partners assists people with disabilities to enjoy greater independence and a better quality of life through the help of specially trained dogs. 

Training assistance dogs totally transforms the lives of people with disabilities and their families, enriching human life in practical ways such as dressing and undressing, supermarket shopping and vital emergency response procedures.  

As a registered charity Canine Partners receives no government funding and is wholly dependent on public donations and legacies. There are currently over 140 partnerships throughout the country.

www.caninepartners.co.uk 

About Comic Relief

Set up in 1985, Comic Relief has helped millions in the UK & globally to fight their way out of poverty through the power of the media and entertaining people attracting massive donations from those who may not normally
The money raised is allocated to a wide range of grants and social investments aimed at delivering real and long-lasting change to the poorest, most vulnerable people at home and across the world; as well as informing the public and young people in particular about global citizenship and the underlying causes of extreme poverty. 
www.comicrelief.com 
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